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might even go back to the devastation brought about by the Second World War, to the horrors of Hiroshima. We dealt with the problems that arose after the Second World War due to the G.I. Bill, which had a tremendous positive impact on higher education and on society at large. Moving forward in history, we lived through the Cold War; we engaged in "duck and cover" in our elementary schools. We saw video clips of the battle of Pork Chop Hill that occurred during the Korean "police action," and then we simultaneously laughed and wept as we watched the re-creation of that conflict in the TV series "M.A.S.H. Many of us experienced the disturbances of the 60s, the fracturing of society, the meanness and horror of the Vietnam era as encapsulated in the image of the naked young girl fleeing from a Napalm attack, the efforts to gain civil rightsa battle that is ongoing. We can add to this list the Gulf War, the conflict in Afghanistan, the other wars, and the increase in expressions of hatred and "othering." We read about and see images of terrible conflicts around the world; they are heaped upon us on a daily basis. When one makes such a list, it is really depressing.
I think of our young people, our children, our grandchildren, and our students, some of whom we may not see again face-to-face. Are they feeling scared, are they feeling as though their foundations have crumbled? How can we comfort them? Perhaps we can, for ourselves and others, consider the lessons from history. Yes, horrible things have happened. Yes, lives have been disrupted, and people have died. However, we have managed to come through these conflicts-wounded and scarred though we may be. Society is always changed in some way. There will be a new normal.
Questions, questions, questions, and more questions! Can we stand back from the crisis now swirling about us? Can we seek our own reasoned response on both personal and professional levels to the problems? Can we encourage others in tactful ways to also seek reasoned response? Can we fight the baser side of us and seek to nurture and express caring for others in difficult situations? Can we express that same kind of caring for ourselves? I believe that we can do so, and I believe that we must do so. That is our responsibility as higher education professionals and as citizens and as individuals.
